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Country Needs Conservation—
Not Conwversation

We Hope and Believe That Mr. Hoover Understands This.

Men in important positions should inspire courage by
showing that they possess it.

They should inspire confldence by refraining from excit-
able semi-hysterical exclamations of terror.

Mr. Hoover disappointed his friends, when he announced
possible famine impending, and suggested that the trouble
was not with him, but with railroad incompetency.

Mr. Hoover is supposed to find, secure, and distribute
the food. The business of the railroads is to TRANSPORT
1: t:.)ft.er Mr. Hoover says where it is and where he wants
it to go.

We are not informed of any failure to do transporting.
Mr. Hoover's implied criticism of the railroads is bad because
it discourages the railroad personnel, suggests general lack
of confidence, and makes more difficult the gigantic task of
suddenly organizing on a basis of central efficient economical |
direction the dozens of disconnected, disorganized railroad
gystems.

Every man in public office should bear in mind the fact
that PUBLIC CONFIDENCE is the nation's chief asset. No
frightened, discouraged man wins any battle.

‘‘Calamity Jane'' is amusing on the comic page, but out
of place in important public work.

Mr. McAdoo has sent to Mr, Hoover, Food Administra-
tor, a letter that has the right tone, and indicates that the
President chose the right man to bring order and efficiency l
out of railroad chaos. .

Mr. McAdoo says to Mr. Hoover: '

‘(1) You are, as I understand it, the sole pur-
chaser in this country of féod supplies for the Allied l
governments,

“‘(2) You must, therefore, know the location of
the food supplies which you from time to time Ef:h ‘
chase, and the ports in the United States to whi |
you desire such supplies shipped. [

““(3) If you will notify me from time to time [
of the location of the specific supplies and the port '

or ports in the United States to which you wish to
have such snpplies transported, I will guarantee the
necessary transportation, subject alone to interrup-
tions from blizzards and floods."’ |

Following this very explicit statement and guarantee, | —

Mr. McAdoo’s letter puts to Mr. Hoover this question:
“I am eager to co-operate with you to relieve
all anxiety about {god sxll’l;plies fort'l th; allies. Will
you co-operate with me mptly furnishing me
with the essential informatl%;oca.lled for in items 1
and 2 above? If you do, the transportation will be
provided. You can readily understand that gener-
alizations will not accomplish the object in view and
that we musi be specific in order to get results."’

Mr. Hoover is a very earnest man, and the public, while |
kmowing little about him, believes in his sincerity and his |

efficiency. \ e

It is rather disturbing to observe what seems to be an
inclination to shift responsibility, by suggesting inability of |
railroads to transport foodstuffs that have not been offered |
to the railroads for transportation. ,

Men with the serious work of the war on their hands
should first of all display courage, discuss with each other\
their difficulties, and only as a last resort appear weeping
before the public, with warnings of famine. i

The public has anxiety enough without being told pre-

maturely that it must expect to starve to death. | -

It is a pleasure to inform those unnecessarily frightened
that long trains, loaded exclusively with foodstuffs and total-
ing as many as a thousand freight cars, are following each |
other from West to East, with right of way, utilizing all |
available trackage—a display of concentration and efficiency ‘
unknown to American railroading thus far. :

The marvel is that the railroads, suddenly taken over|
by Government, should have met with such efficiency the
worst winter of blizzards and snowstorms on record, plus
the ill will of highly paid railroad men, fearful of losing/
salaries and graft. |

The Great Dollar Bill |

It Is Not As Great As It Was.

said:

We have been {oo prone to start at the
wrong end of the argument and to consider pri
vate property as the fomdlation of society, instead
of ecansidering society as the sole foundation and pro-
tection of private property.

That truth this war will drive into the heads of ma.ny:
‘‘respectable financiers.”’

The old theory took, as foundation of the United States,
the dollar bill, and everything must be built around that dol- |
lar carefully end respectfully.

The people now learn that the day’s labor of a human
being, the welfare of the majority, the needs of the nation
as opposed to the greeds of the individual, are the founda-
tion of everything, and will rule.

Speculation, big and little, hung out fresh, new flags,
and smiled new smiles when the country went into the war.
Crepe will hang out before it is finished. Old ideas as to the

{Continved in Last Column.)
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Shifting the Burden

It Appears ‘I"Ilat the Telephone Company Rates Are To Be Increased.
Business Men and Residents To Pay the Charge the
Government Ought To Par.

By EARL GODWIN.

The telephone eompany is preparing to unload a war
burden to the'shoulders of some one else, and Distriet build-
Ing reporters seem to think the heaviest part of the load
will be placed on the shoulders of the unprotected publie.

Let me call attention again to the fact that the greatest
burden the telephone company is carrying has been imposed
by the off:e'os of the War Department, Navy Department,
Council of National Defense, and the various new organiza-
tions created since the opening of hostilities.

All of the new wiring, the new switchboards, the new
operators, the need for training new employes, and the great
increase in the capital account of the telephone company has
been ENTIRELY due to Government activities.

The big rush of business, the poor servicas, the general
dissatisfaction has been the result of Government business
and official calls.

The telephone company has not charged the Govern-
ment for its enormous service anywhere near the rate
charged for business and hounsehold service. If this Govern-
ment business should be charged for equitably, I believe the
rates to the city at large would be high enough for a proper
income to the company.

I certainly trust that before the Public Utilities Com-
mission authorizes higher rates it will make sure it is not
putting a burden on the shoulders of the business men and
residents of the city, a burden which the offices of the Gov-
ernment should bear.

The question of Government control is another matter.
It does not seem possible that the telephone company will
jump at the opportunity to be run by the Postoffice Depart-
ment, as the telephone company is a conscientious objector
to Government control.

Government ownership operates for service and not
for dividends, and that’s something that will come perhaps
in the millennium.
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FRANK ADAMS, of the Pan-l
American Bureau, has discovered
that he can keep his collar on just

NAMING THE TUB
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I read this incident recently in a
hook by Helen Fraser, who is an
authority on the work done by
women in the war:
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of Agriculture than anyone dreams

of.

But at the same time, Doctor,
vou're dead right about the slipshod
methods of housing the Department

than a traffic tub. Goess we'll pass
that one up. -

R. I. H. says call it COPASEM,
from the Greek word Cops, meaning

of Agriculture.

policeman, and Sema, meaning sign.

Editorial From the New York World

ANOTHER CONSCRIPTION IN PROSPECT.

When it becomes necemsary for the!
Commiasionsr of Internal Hevenus to

entreat the governors of prohibition
-I.-‘-uum {a which army camps and csn
Itonmmtu are situated fo siamp out
i moonshining, it will be seen that the

srguments ln favor of a national con-
stitutional amendment mre not alio-

gether convincing.
The lllielt manufacture of =sirong

| drink, slways a considerable industry
|in the Sounth. has increassed greatly
iof iate, and the bunsinens is =aid o

be highly prosperous also in Kunsas
lowa. and Oregon. As these Western

| states and most of the Southern
| Staten are depended upon to ratlfy
the smendment which, adopted. 10

may lead the great Industrial States

of the North into the devious ways of
moonshinlng, the Commissiomer can
hardly be blame. for asking their
help before nation-wide prohibition
makes the duties of his office too
heavy to be borne,

No prohibitlon State ever puts Its
own moonshiners out of business
That i1z the XNatlonal Government's
job, last vear in North Carolina
alone Federal agents destroyed 1,108

| Olicit stille.  *Corn lgquor” is sellng

today at from $8 to $12 a guart In
many so-called dry districts. It will
rendily be meen, thersfore, that If we
are te establish thess conditions in
every ona of e fort—eight States,
tha Commisstoner of Internal Reave
nue, falling of local help, may have
imitate the War Department and
resort to conscription.

The Great Dollar Bill

(Contirtued from

First Column.)

dollar’s importance and almightiness are withering. .

In the same talk Mr. Kent said:

The water power of tl
perennial, must be held {
there ecan be nothing ahe:

10 country, indestructible,
or public welfare or else
wl of us in times fo come

but a revolution that will surely demand an abroga-
tion of the special privileges that we have so reck-

lessly conferred.

There is no need of revelution in this country. If or.

| ganized money is not entirely

stupid, there will not be the

kind of revolution that takes society and stands it on its

head.

There WILL be, however, a revolution in thinking.

Truth concerning the value of

a man will go to the top, and

the false ideas concerning the importance of a dollar will

sink to the bottom.
If not, a choice collection

of ‘‘conservatives'' may lose

| millions they don't need, and other things they do need.




